


 Coral is an animal that belongs to the phylum cnidaria 

 Cnidarians are radially symmetric, which means that 
they are the same all the way around, 360 degrees! 
They are built like sacs with a hole in one end that is 
surrounded by stinging tentacles. Jellyfish are 
cnidarians. 

Is it an Animal, Mineral or a Vegetable? 

http://www.oceanicresearch.org/cnidarian.html




How are they formed? 
 Corals grow and spread by asexual reproduction—that is, splitting or 

cloning themselves. But they can also reproduce sexually, combining 
sperm and eggs from different animals. 

 Corals can't move around to find mates, so they have evolved a strategy 
called broadcast spawning, in which millions of eggs and sperm are 
released into the water. The large number of eggs ensures that at least 
some will escape the mouths of hungry predators.  

 
 

Coral in the process of releasing both eggs and sperm. 



 To increase the chances that their eggs and sperm will meet 
in the water, thousands of corals spawn at the same time, 
following cues in the environment. (In Australia's Great 
Barrier Reef, for example, the mass spawning peaks three 
days after a full moon in November.)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 The young coral looks like a little tiny jellyfish and 
it floats around in the water until it finds a hard 
place to attach to, usually a coral reef.  

 Then it lands and starts to build itself a shell. It 
builds it by combining carbon dioxide (CO2) and 
calcium (Ca) in the water to make calcium 
carbonate (CaCO3) also known as limestone. This 
shell is shaped like a round vase and the coral 
polyp lives inside of it. 



 Coral reefs start out small and grow about half an inch 
a year. 

 Reefs grow best in sunny, shallow, clear water. The 
water must be clear and shallow so that the reef can 
get lots of sunlight. They rarely grow deeper than 120 
ft.  

 

 



Why do we need them? 
Coral reefs are important for many reasons.  

1.   They provide protection and shelter for many 
different species of fish. (Without coral reefs, these 
fish are left homeless with nowhere to live and no 
where to have their young.) 

 

 



Importance of Coral Reefs (cont’d) 
2.   Not only do these fish increase the diversity of our 

world, but also reef fish and mollusks feed between 
30 and 40 million people every year. 

 



Importance of coral reefs (cont’d) 
3. And coral are very important in controlling how much 

carbon dioxide is in the ocean water. (by turning CO2 
into a limestone shell. )Without coral, the amount of 
carbon dioxide in the water would rise dramatically 
and that would affect all living things on Earth. 

4. Coral reefs are very important because they protect 
coasts from strong currents and waves by slowing 
down the water before it gets to the shore. That is why 
they are called barrier reefs. They provide a barrier 
between the ocean and the shore.  



Coral Reef Destruction 
10% of the world's reefs have been completely destroyed. 

Humans have affected the reefs in many ways. 

1. Global warming – an increase in 1 degree 
temperature can severely damage the reefs. 



Reef Destruction (cont’d) 
2. Fishing methods – dynamiting & chemicals (Bleach & 

Cyanide). 

 



Reef destruction (cont’d) 
3. Water Pollution (oil, garbage & debris) 

 



Reef Destruction 
4. Mass Tourism 
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